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Keeneland’s most famous race is the $750,000 Toyota Blue Grass
Stakes (G1), which boasts a rich and colorful past. The Blue
Grass was first held in 1911 at the old Kentucky Association

track near downtown Lexington. In April 1937, Keeneland conducted
its inaugural spring meet and ran the Blue Grass for the first time. The
winner of the $5,000-added race was Maxwell Howard’s Fencing. 

After Fencing’s victory, Mrs. Brutus Clay presented the Blue Grass
trophy to jockey Jack Westrope and trainer Earle Sande. Westrope,
who was only 20 years old at the time, had been the sport’s leading
jockey at age 15. Sande was a former jockey who rode Man o’War and
Triple Crown winner Gallant Fox. Sande again captured the Blue
Grass as a trainer with Heather Broom in 1939. Both Westrope and
Sande are members of the Racing Hall of Fame.


